
 

APPENDIX 7 

A CALL TO CIVILITY AND COMMUNITY 

[Referenced on page 8 of the Primer.] 

 
[Note: This initiative started when a private citizen that was concerned about an increase of incivility in 

the public square began to discuss the issue with friends, neighbors, and business associates. As support 

for addressing his concerns grew, he convened a public meeting of about 80 community, education, and 

business leaders to discuss what could be done. The result of that meeting and other meetings that 

followed was the document known as A Call to Civility and a strategy to implement it. An advisory 

committee of community and education leaders was formed with the Lt. Governor of the State and the 

Mayor of the capital city serving as co-chairs. Education materials and activities were prepared for the 

public schools. Outreach training in dialogue techniques, listening for understanding, community-

building, civility, and other topics was created for business, faith, and other community leaders.  Pass-

along cards, lapel pins, and press releases were made to help initiate public conversations about civility.  

The campaign was launched with a high profile dinner at one of the leading hotels with more than 500 

government, business, education, faith, and other community leaders in attendance – as well as 

representatives of the news media. At the dinner, greatly enlarged copies of A Call to Civility were 

publicly signed by the Governor, Legislative leaders, Attorney General, Mayor and other community 

leaders with local television stations recording the event for news broadcasts later that evening.]  

 

 

A CALL TO CIVILITY AND COMMUNITY 

Ground Rules for Respectful Public Discourse and Behavior 
 

Frequent recurrence to fundamental principles is essential  

for the security of individual rights and perpetuity of free government. 

 

Being concerned about growing incivility in our civic and public settings we call upon the 

people of this great State to return to fundamental principles that will lead to greater civility and a 

new spirit of community.  Among our inherent and inalienable rights is the fundamental right to 

communicate freely about our thoughts and opinions. We are also responsible for the abuse of that right.  



In that context we believe that there must be a renewal of respectful discourse and behavior in civic and 

public settings in our great State.  

 

  This is not an appeal for us all simply to get along. We recognize that there are profound 

differences among us and that spirited debate is a vital part of American democracy. Participation in 

American civic and public life does not require us to sacrifice our deepest convictions; rather we best 

protect our own rights by protecting the rights of others and adhering to high ethical standards.  

 

       With that in mind we propose the following ground rules of civic and public engagement 

that recognize the important place of the rights, responsibilities and respect inherent in our civic and 

constitutional compact.   

1. Remember the Importance of Rights and the Dignity of Each Individual.  Our society is 

founded upon the proposition that all people are born free and equal in dignity and rights, and that 

freedom of conscience and expression are at the foundation of our rights. 

2. Responsibly Exercise your Rights While Protecting the Rights of Others.  Each of us should 

be responsible both in the exercise or our rights and in protecting the rights of others. Especially 

on matters of personal faith, claims of conscience, and human rights, public policy should seek 

solutions that are fair to all.   

3. Respect Others.  All people - especially our leaders and the media - should demonstrate a 

commitment to be respectful in discourse and behavior, particularly in civic and public forums. 

Respect should also be shown by being honest and as inclusive as possible, by mindfully listening 

to and attempting to understand the concerns of others, by valuing their opinions even when there 

is disagreement, and by addressing their concerns when possible.   

4. Refrain from Incivility.  Public discourse can be passionate while maintaining mutual respect 

that reaches beyond differing opinions. Intimidation, ridicule, personal attacks, mean spiritedness, 

reprisals against those who disagree, and other disrespectful or unethical behaviors destroy the 

fabric of our society and can no longer be tolerated.  Those who engage in such behavior should 

be brought to light, held accountable and should no longer enjoy the public’s trust.   

5. Rekindle Building Community.  Our social compact “of the people” and “by the people” is “for 

the people.”  Each one of us has a responsibility to build community. On divisive issues, areas of 

common ground should first be explored. Effort should be given to building broad-based 

agreement, giving due regard to the concerns of minority points of view. 

 

              We invite all people present in this great State to join us in affirming these ground rules and 

putting them into action. The time has come for us to work more closely together. 


